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MY DEAR THEOPHILUS 
Volume 2/ Issue 3 (March 2018) 

 

Dear Church Family: 

At the end of Lent, we enter into Holy Week which 
begins on Palm Sunday, the great door way into 
Holy Week. It is a week where we, along with 
Christians all around the world, immerse 
ourselves into the drama of the Paschal Mystery, 
into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
who brought the gift of forgiveness of sins, 
reconciled us to God, reconciled us to each other 
and even ourselves, and where Jesus ushers in 
the new creation in His resurrection which will 
culminate when He comes again to reign as King 
over all forever.  

Holy Week is the high point of the liturgical year. It 
begins on Palm Sunday with shouts of “hosanna” 
at the start liturgy, and as the week ends that same 
crowd calls for Jesus’ crucifixion on Good Friday. 

The Triduum (Latin for “the three days”) follows 
Palm Sunday. It begins on Maundy Thursday, then 
moves into Good Friday and ends with Easter. It 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE 
ANGLICAN COMMUNION 

Bishop's Council Address: 
Watch Bishop Andy Doyle's 
address given at the 2018 
(169th) Council. The video can 
be found here. 
 
Konieczny to Serve on ACC: 
The Rt. Rev. Edward J. 
Konieczny, of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Oklahoma and 
ordained a priest in the 
Episcopal Diocese of Texas, is 
the new bishop member of the 
Anglican Consultative Council. 
https://livingchurch.org/2018/
01/24/konieczny-to-serve-on-
acc/ 

 

The Archbishop of Canterbury 
Justin Welby and Pope Francis 
Call for Fasting & Prayer for 
the People of the South Sudan 
and the People’s Republic of 
the Congo: 
http://www.anglicannews.org/
news/2018/02/archbishop-of-
canterbury-joins-popes-call-
for-prayer-and-fasting-for-
south-sudan-and-drc.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.catholicdoor.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/catholic-holy-week.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.catholicdoor.com/holy-week-timeline/&docid=9s6h9mn59YLKQM&tbnid=IZ9qbDv5YXkQcM:&vet=10ahUKEwjimo_xoc7ZAhVHSq0KHUw-CJQQMwjfASgWMBY..i&w=390&h=219&bih=535&biw=1097&q=holy%20week&ved=0ahUKEwjimo_xoc7ZAhVHSq0KHUw-CJQQMwjfASgWMBY&iact=mrc&uact=8
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is one continuous liturgy wherein we enter into the drama of salvation as it unfolds, 
and we enter into those sacred events with our whole person. Jesus will institute 
the Sacrament of His Body and Blood and nourish us at His table, a foreshadowing 
of the heavenly banquet. Jesus will wash our feet showing us what it means to be 
His disciples bidding us to serve others. Jesus will pray in the Garden of 
Gethsemane because He knows what is to come. Jesus will be betrayed by those 
closest to him who once promised to stay with him no matter what the cost to 
themselves. Jesus, the most innocent of all creation, will be tried and convicted as 
a criminal. He will be mocked by the religious authorities during his execution. 
Jesus will die what was considered to be a shameful death. He will be taken down 
from the cross and His dead body placed in His mother’s arms. Jesus’ lifeless body 
will be placed in a cold tomb and sealed. His followers will hide from the authorities 
for fear that they too will meet the same end.  

Any first century person, Roman or Jewish, knew what we all know, dead men stay 
dead. But on that Sunday morning the unthinkable happened. Jesus Christ would 
be raised from the dead to usher in what God had always planned, a new creation, 
the reconciliation of God and the whole world.  

I bid you to walk with Jesus during Holy Week. Enter into the sacred mystery. Stay 
with Him and watch. 

Your servant in Christ, 

The Rev. Chester J. Makowski, Rector 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.stnicholascenter.org/media/images/h/holy-week-clip.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/holy-week/&docid=6rTJIpWARqnxvM&tbnid=V-aEQmhglp0sWM:&vet=10ahUKEwj1meXQuM7ZAhUqja0KHbTSDeAQMwjyAShdMF0..i&w=515&h=230&bih=514&biw=1097&q=triduum%20symbols&ved=0ahUKEwj1meXQuM7ZAhUqja0KHbTSDeAQMwjyAShdMF0&iact=mrc&uact=8
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He died, but he vanquished death; in himself, he put an end to what we 
feared; he took it upon himself, and he vanquished it; as a mighty hunter, 
he captured and slew the lion. 

Where is death? Seek it in Christ, for it exists no longer; but it did exist, 
and now it is dead. O life, O death of death! Be of good heart; it will die 
in us also. What has taken place in our head will take place in his 
members; death will die in us also. But when? At the end of the world, at 
the resurrection of the dead in which we believe and concerning which 
we do not doubt. St. Augustine, Sermon 233 

Don’t forget to bring pork and beans for 
our Mannafest outreach. 

 

FEATURED HOLY PERSON OF 
THE MONTH 

THOMAS CRANMER, 
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, 

REFORMER AND MARTYR 
21 MARCH 

Taken from Christianity Today, 
Thomas Cranmer: Genius behind 

Anglicanism 
 

Thomas Cranmer, seated in an Oxford cell before a plain wooden desk, weary from 
months of trial, interrogation, and imprisonment, tried to make sense of his life. 
Before him lay the speech he was to give the next morning, a speech that repudiated 
his writings that had denied Catholic teaching. 
 
Also before him was another speech, in which he declared the pope “Christ’s enemy 
and antichrist.” 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.christianitytoday.com/images/67399.jpg?w%3D700&imgrefurl=http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/martyrs/thomas-cranmer.html&docid=gTP-KQ94zrO_0M&tbnid=gTECjJ8F8bDsCM:&vet=10ahUKEwjc4IX4qM7ZAhUQTawKHcPyDAUQMwhZKBkwGQ..i&w=700&h=393&bih=535&biw=1097&q=thomas%20cranmer&ved=0ahUKEwjc4IX4qM7ZAhUQTawKHcPyDAUQMwhZKBkwGQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Cranmer has often been accused of waffling, if not hypocrisy, but the decision he 
made the next morning—as much as his most famous and lasting work, Book of 
Common Prayer—settled the matter of where he really stood on the Reformation. 
 
From scholar to public figure 
 
Cranmer was born 66 years earlier in Aslacton, Nottinghamshire. He attended 
Cambridge, became a fellow of Jesus College in 1510, and was ordained a priest. He 
threw himself into his studies, becoming an outstanding theologian, a man of 
immense, though not original, learning. In about 1520, he began joining other 
scholars who met regularly to discuss Luther’s theological revolt on the Continent. 
 
Cranmer’s reform leanings remained merely academic until he was drawn into the 
politics of the day. In August 1529, King Henry VIII happened to be in a 
neighborhood Cranmer was visiting, and he ended up conversing with the king. 
Henry had been trying to figure out how to divorce his first wife, Catherine of 
Aragon, in order to marry his new love, Anne Boleyn. The king, impressed with 
Cranmer’s reasoning, commanded Cranmer to write a treatise backing the king’s 
right to divorce and then made Cranmer one of his European ambassadors. 
 
In this capacity, Cranmer made a trip to Germany, where he met Lutheran reformer 
Andreas Osiander—and Osiander’s niece, Margaret. Osiander’s Reformed theology 
and his niece so appealed to Cranmer that, despite his priest’s orders, he married 
her in 1532. Because of the complex political situation in England, however, he kept 
his marriage a secret for years. 
 
In August 1532, the aged archbishop of Canterbury died, and by March of the next 
year, Cranmer was consecrated as the new archbishop. Cranmer immediately 
declared the king’s marriage to Catherine of Aragon void from the beginning; he 
then declared valid the marriage to Anne Boleyn (which had secretly taken place in 
January). 
 
Cranmer believed in royal absolutism, that his primary duty was to obey the king, 
God’s chosen, to lead his nation and church. Time and again in Henry’s rocky reign, 
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Cranmer was ordered to support religious policies of which he personally 
disapproved, and he always obeyed the king. 
 
In 1536, he became convinced by rather dubious evidence that Anne had committed 
adultery, and he invalidated the marriage. In 1540, he ruled that Henry’s proposed 
marriage to Anne of Cleves was lawful—and when Henry sought a divorce six 
months later, Cranmer approved it on the grounds that the original marriage was 
unlawful! 
 
But Cranmer wasn’t a lackey. Time and again, Cranmer alone of all Henry’s advisers 
pleaded for the lives of people who fell out of royal favor, like Sir Thomas More, 
Anne Boleyn, and Thomas Cromwell. He even publicly argued against Henry’s Six 
Articles, designed to move the country back in a Catholic direction. But when the 
Six Articles were approved by Parliament, he went along with the king’s policies. 
 
For his part, Henry intervened for Cranmer when court politics threatened 
Cranmer’s position and life. And it was Cranmer for whom Henry asked on his 
deathbed. 
 
Reform and reversals 
 
With the accession of Edward VI in 1547, Cranmer’s time arrived. The young king’s 
guardian, Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset (and his successor, the Duke of 
Northumberland), began to make the Church of England decidedly Protestant. 
 
Cranmer took the chief role in directing doctrinal matters. In 1547 he published his 
Book of Homilies, which required clergy to preach sermons emphasizing Reformed 
doctrine. He composed the first Book of Common Prayer, only moderately 
Protestant, in 1549, followed in 1552 by a second that was more clearly Protestant. 
Cranmer also produced the Forty-Two Articles (1553), a set of doctrinal statements 
that moved the Church of England even further in a Reformed, Calvinist direction. 
 
These documents became critical to the formation of Anglicanism, and the Book of 
Common Prayer (BCP), though revised over the years, still retains Cranmer’s 
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distinctive stamp and is used by millions of Anglicans worldwide. The BCP contains 
some of the most well-known prayers in Christendom. 
  
After Edward VI died in 1553, Cranmer supported Protestant Lady Jane Grey (great-
niece of Henry VIII) as the new sovereign. But Lady Jane Grey was deposed within 
nine days, and Mary (Henry’s devoutly Catholic daughter by Catherine of Aragon) 
triumphantly entered London. 
 
Immediately, Parliament repealed the acts of Henry VIII and Edward VI and 
reintroduced heresy laws. Mary’s government began a relentless campaign against 
Protestants. Cranmer was charged with treason and imprisoned in November 1553. 
After spending nearly two years in prison, Cranmer was subjected to a long, tedious 
trial. The foregone verdict was reached in February 1556, and in a ceremony carefully 
designed to humiliate, Cranmer was degraded from his episcopal and priestly offices 
and handed over to be burned at the stake. 
 
A weary and depressed Cranmer, hoping to avoid the stake, was convinced that he 
should submit even to a Catholic sovereign and repudiate the Reformation. He 
signed a document that said, “I confess and believe in one, holy, catholic visible 
church; I recognize as its supreme head upon earth the bishop of Rome, pope and 
vicar of Christ, to whom all the faithful are bound subject.” 
 
Still, the government believed Cranmer must be punished for the havoc he had 
wreaked. He would still be burned at the stake—after making one more profession 
of his Catholic faith. 
 
On the day of his execution, Cranmer was led into a church, and when it was his 
turn to speak, he drew out a piece of paper and began to read. He thanked the people 
for their prayers and then said, “I come to the great thing that troubleth my 
conscience more than any other thing that I ever said or did in my life.” Referring to 
the recantations he had signed, he blurted out, “All such bills which I have written 
or signed with my own hand [are] untrue.” 
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Loud murmurs sped through the congregation, but Cranmer continued, “And as for 
the pope, I refuse him as Christ’s enemy and antichrist, with all his false doctrine. 
And as for the sacrament—” 
 
Cranmer was immediately dragged from the stage and out to the stake. The fire was 
kindled and quickly the flame leapt up. Cranmer stretched out his right arm and 
hand into the flame and held it there as he said, “This hand hath offended.” Only 
once did he withdraw it to wipe his face, and then he returned it until it had burned 
to a stump. Praying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” he died.  
 
Source: http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/martyrs/thomas-
cranmer.html 
 
Let us pray: Merciful God, through the work of Thomas Cranmer you renewed the 
worship of your Church by restoring the language of the people, and through his 
death you revealed your power in human weakness: Grant that by your grace we 
may always worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

 
 

We are studying the Book of Revelation using N.T. Wright’s Revelation for Everyone 
as our guide. Many people today regard Revelation as the hardest book in the New 
Testament. It is full of strange, lurid and sometimes bizarre and violent imagery. As 
a result, many people who are quite at home in the Gospels, Acts and Paul find 
themselves tiptoeing around Revelation with a sense that they do not really belong 
there. But they do! Revelation offers one of the clearest and sharpest visions of God’s 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://disciplr.com/wp-content/uploads/How-to-bring-back-adult-Sunday-school.jpg&imgrefurl=https://disciplr.com/how-to-bring-back-adult-sunday-school/&docid=sS-mIzwFLBQGHM&tbnid=male8o4tFTpdTM:&vet=10ahUKEwj32ISdiNrWAhXr6IMKHcd2B34QMwhEKA8wDw..i&w=1200&h=628&bih=498&biw=1097&q=adult%20sunday%20school&ved=0ahUKEwj32ISdiNrWAhXr6IMKHcd2B34QMwhEKA8wDw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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ultimate purpose for the whole creation, and of 
the way in which the powerful forces of evil, at 
work in a thousand ways, can be and are being 
overthrown through the victory of Jesus the 
Messiah and the consequent costly victory of his 
followers.  
 
Jesus went to Jerusalem to announce the 
Good News to the people of that city. And 
Jesus knew that he was going to put a choice 
before them: Will you be my disciple, or will 
you be my executioner? There is no middle 
ground here. Jesus went to Jerusalem to put 
people in a situation where they had to say 
yes or no. That is the great drama of Jesus' 
passion: He had to wait upon how people 

were going to respond. Henri J. M. Nouwen, A Spirituality of Waiting, THE 

WEAVINGS READER 
 

 

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF SOMEONE NEEDS A HOME VISIT 
If you know of anyone who needs a home visit because they cannot get 
to Church, please call the Parish Office, or let Fr. Makowski know. Either 

 

Contact Us 

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
836 West Jones Street 
Livingston, Texas 77351 
Church Office: 936.327.8467 

      
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://gracechurchsc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PASTORALCARE-650x366.jpg&imgrefurl=http://gracechurchsc.org/connect/pastoral-care/&docid=VM6V07Ey5bSUmM&tbnid=iQlHxF-UOQGpWM:&vet=10ahUKEwj_v7-XltrWAhWJ54MKHaftCDgQMwhIKA8wDw..i&w=650&h=366&bih=498&biw=1097&q=pastoral%20care&ved=0ahUKEwj_v7-XltrWAhWJ54MKHaftCDgQMwhIKA8wDw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Fr. Makowski or one of our Lay Eucharistic Visitors will call on them. If you 
have a pastoral emergency, please call Fr. Makowski at 713.299.7675. 

THERE IS POWER IN PRAYER  

Praying is something that we all can do, young and old, rich and poor, tall 
and short. Please pray for everyone on our Prayer List.  

 

 

Every Sunday Is Bring 
a Friend to Church 

Sunday! 
 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.stfrancisnyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/bring-a-friend-to-church.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.stfrancisnyc.org/2013/09/welcome-back-sunday-bring-a-friend-to-mass/&docid=gMSNGHpbRO0yaM&tbnid=UJ2VdUcx_Dd_7M:&vet=10ahUKEwjJqqenhIPYAhUBmoMKHXHpAzQQMwhIKAowCg..i&w=256&h=412&bih=498&biw=1097&q=bring%20a%20friend%20to%20church%20sunday&ved=0ahUKEwjJqqenhIPYAhUBmoMKHXHpAzQQMwhIKAowCg&iact=mrc&uact=8

