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MY DEAR THEOPHILUS 
Volume 2/ Issue 8 (August 2018) 

 

OUR HOPE IS IN GOD ALONE, SO 
REJOICE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Dear Church Family: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with all of you. (2 Cor. 13:13). 
 
We as Christians understand creation to be a 
Trinitarian process: God the Father creates 
through the Son in the power of the Holy Spirit. So 
all things are created by God, are formed through 
God and exist in God. Jürgen Moltmann, The 
Source of Life: The Holy Spirit and the Theology 
of Life (1997).  
 
Theologian Jürgen Moltmann has reminded us 
that for us as Christians, every lived moment can 
be lived in hope by the inconceivable closeness of 
God in the Holy Spirit.  

NEWS FROM AROUND THE 
ANGLICAN COMMUNION 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
resting after cancer surgery 
 
The Presiding Bishop of the US-
based Episcopal Church, Michael 
Curry, is resting comfortably after 
surgery yesterday (Tuesday) 
following a diagnosis of prostate 
cancer. Bishop Michael 
announced last week in an open 
letter published by TEC’s Public 
Affairs office that he had decided 
on surgical treatment “after a 
variety of tests, consultations, and 
conversations with my wife and 
daughters.” The surgery was to 
remove his prostate gland and in 
last week’s statement, Bishop 
Michael said that “the prognosis 
looks very good and quite 
positive.” 

Countdown to Lambeth 2020 

Archbishops from around the 
Communion have been speaking 
to ACNS about looking forward to 
the Lambeth Conference in 2020 
as planning for the event gathers 
momentum and giving their views 
on the importance of the Anglican 
Communion. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.pinimg.com/originals/6a/48/f3/6a48f391b969a2151b439acc435b2367.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/362117626272676215/&docid=9Fj0df-8ddKLQM&tbnid=ieBswGdc1O9XkM:&vet=10ahUKEwiYm8-Q3dvcAhULWq0KHSoCA-0QMwhzKCswKw..i&w=800&h=800&bih=511&biw=1097&q=our%20hope%20is%20in%20god%20alone&ved=0ahUKEwiYm8-Q3dvcAhULWq0KHSoCA-0QMwhzKCswKw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Hope is a gift from the Holy Spirit. Those who despair have lost hope. Those who 
dwell in despair have forgotten or have failed to acknowledge that with God all 
things are possible.  
 
Hope is a subset of faith. The archaic meaning of the word “hope” is trust, reliance. 
In his Letter to the Ephesians (Eph. 1: 15-23), Paul prays that we may know hope, 
a hope that God has called us to; he is praying that we put our faith in Jesus Christ 
and what He has done for us, namely, the Resurrection. Paul wants us to put our 
faith in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ which has opened for us “the riches of his 
glorious inheritance among the saints.” In other words, Jesus raises you and me 
to God the Father as sons and daughters through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
For those who believe in God the Father and the redemption brought by his Son 
Jesus Christ, we have hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.  We know that 
God has the victory. Evil, violence, despair, division and depression, although they 
try to do their worst, they have fallen to the power of God. So be filled with the Holy 
Spirit and rejoice! 
 
Your servant in Christ, 

The Rev. Chester J. Makowski, Rector 
 

 
FEATURED HOLY PERSON OF 

THE MONTH 
 

WILLIAM PORCHER DUBOSE 
 

PRIEST AND THEOLOGIAN (18 
AUGUST 1918) 

 
By James Kiefer 

 
William Porcher DuBose is a serious candidate for the title of “greatest 
theologian that the Episcopal Church in the USA has produced.” He was born 
in South Carolina in 1836, and attended the Military College of South Carolina 
(now the Citadel) in Charleston, and the University of Virginia in 
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Charlottesville. He served as a chaplain in the Confederate Army, and after the 
War of 1861-1865 served as a parish priest. In 1871 he became a professor at the 
University of the South (an Episcopal institution) in Sewanee, Tennessee, 
became Dean of the School of Theology in 1894, retired in 1908, and died in 
1918. He was fluent in Greek, and well-read both in Greek philosophy and in 
the early Christian fathers. Among his numerous books, the best known are 
The Soteriology of the New Testament, The Gospel in the Gospels, and The 
Reason of Life. (Soter is the Greek word for “Savior”, and soteriology is the 
branch of theology that deals with such questions as, “What does it mean to 
say that Christ saves us?” “How does his death and resurrection do us any 
good?” “How are the benefits of Christ’s work applied to the individual?” and 
so on.) A quote from one of his articles follows:   
 

God has placed forever before our eyes, not the image but the very 
Person of the Spiritual Man. We have not to ascend into Heaven 
to bring Him down, nor to descend into the abyss to bring Him 
up, for He is with us, and near us, and in us. We have only to 
confess with our mouths that He is Lord, and believe in our hearts 
that God has raised Him from the dead--and raised us in Him-- 
and we shall live. 

 

Let us pray: Almighty God, who gave to your servant William Porcher DuBose 
special gifts of grace to understand the Scriptures and to teach the truth as it 
is in Christ Jesus: Grant that by this teaching we may know you, the one true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

http://www.archive.org/details/reasonoflife00dubo
http://www.archive.org/details/reasonoflife00dubo
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HERE ARE SOME REASONS  
WHY YOUNG PEOPLE ARE LEAVING CHURCHES AND SOME 

REASONS WHY THEY STAY 
(WHAT FOLLOWS ARE DIRECT QUOTES FROM THE SOURCES 

IDENTIFIED-COMMENTS IN RED) 
 
From Christianity Today: “The Real Reasons Young Adults Drop Out of 
Church Young adults drop out of church because their faith isn’t their 
own.” By Ed Stetzer 
 
 • Church members seemed judgmental or hypocritical. 
 
 • They didn’t feel connected to the people at their church. 
 
 • Church members were unfriendly and unwelcoming. 
 
From Recklessly Alive By “Sam” (He writes in his blog: “I know God has 
plans and a future for every single person on earth—including you—and I 
want nothing more than for you to experience how full and deep and wide 
his love actually is. Nothing about my life has been easy. I’ve battled back 
from the depths of a suicide attempt and know how impossibly painful life 
can be. Yet, I also know redemption is possible in your story too. I know 
sometimes hitting rock bottom is the best thing that can ever happen to you. 
… The week following my last suicide attempt in 2011, I asked God to show 
me how to use all the pain I’ve experienced to help other people. This blog—
my public journal towards a life that is fully and recklessly alive—is one of 
His many answers.”) 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i1.wp.com/www.atbaron.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Food-for-Though-Bulb.jpg?fit%3D800%2C491%26ssl%3D1&imgrefurl=https://www.atbaron.com/2018/05/04/fortune-cookie-friday-food-for-thought/&docid=Ms4NApMrhJspfM&tbnid=VCLJMuGqYUcc_M:&vet=12ahUKEwi3uO3F5NvcAhVDWK0KHRCQCNI4ZBAzKCEwIXoECAEQIg..i&w=800&h=491&bih=490&biw=1097&q=food%20for%20thought&ved=2ahUKEwi3uO3F5NvcAhVDWK0KHRCQCNI4ZBAzKCEwIXoECAEQIg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Helping the Poor Isn’t a Priority [At St. Luke’s this is a 
priority, and we are doing this well through the Oasis! St. 
Luke’s gift is Generosity.] 

 
My heart is broken for how radically self-centered and utterly American our 
institution has become. 
 
Let’s clock the number of hours the average church attender spends in 
“church-type” activities. Bible studies, meetings, groups, social functions, 
book clubs, planning meetings, talking about building community, discussing 
a new mission statement. 
 
Now let’s clock the number of hours spent serving the least of these. 
Oooooo, awkward. 
 
If the numbers are not equal please check your Bible for better 
comprehension. 
 
“If our lives do not reflect radical compassion for the poor, there is reason to 
wonder if Christ is in us at all.” –Radical, David Platt 
 
Solutions: 
 

• Stop creating more bible studies and Christian activity. Community 
happens best in service with a shared purpose. 
 
• Survey your members asking them what injustice or cause God has 
placed on their hearts. Then connect people who share similar 
passions. Create space for them to meet and brainstorm and then sit 
back and watch what God brings to life. 
 
• Create group serve dates once a month where anyone can show up 
and make a difference (and, oh yeah, they’ll also meet new people). 
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We Want You to Talk to Us About Controversial Issues 
(Because No One Is) 

 
People in their 20s and 30s are making the biggest decisions of their entire 
lives: career, education, relationships, marriage, sex, finances, children, 
purpose, chemicals, body image. 
 
We need someone consistently speaking truth into every single one of those 
areas. 
 
Solutions: 
 

•Create real and relevant space for young adults to learn, grow and be 
vulnerable. 
 
•Create an opportunity for young adults to find and connect with 
mentors. 
 
•Create a young adults program that transitions high school youth 
through late adulthood rather than abandoning them in their time of 
greatest need. 
 
•Intentionally train young adults in how to live a Godly life instead of 
leaving them to fend for themselves. 

 
From the Barna Institute (2017): A five-year project headed by the Barna 
Group explores the opportunities and challenges of faith development 
among teens and young adults within a rapidly shifting culture. The findings 
of the research are included in a new book titled You Lost Me: Why Young 
Christians are Leaving Church and Rethinking Church. 
 
Here are a few of the reasons:  
 
Teens’ and twentysomethings’ experience of Christianity is shallow. Young 
people depart church as young adults because something is lacking in their 
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experience of church. They said that “the Bible is not taught clearly or often 
enough.” Sadly, young adults who attended a church as a teenager said that 
“God seems missing from my experience of church.”  
 
The church feels unfriendly to those who doubt. Young adults with Christian 
experience say the church is not a place that allows them to express doubts. 
They do not feel safe admitting that sometimes Christianity does not make 
sense. In addition, many feel that the church’s response to doubt is trivial. 
Some of the perceptions in this regard include not being able “to ask my most 
pressing life questions in church” (36%) and having “significant intellectual 
doubts about my faith” (23%). In a related theme of how churches struggle 
to help young adults who feel marginalized, about one out of every six young 
adults with a Christian background said their faith “does not help with 
depression or other emotional problems” they experience (18%). 
 
What young people want: from the Fuller Youth Institute 
 
Don’t just take our word for it. Reflecting on the “secret” to his church’s 
success, one young person explained, “Yeah, I think the goal for our church 
is not really effectiveness with young people but serving and following Jesus. 
And young people like me are attracted to churches that want to do 
that.” 
 
During the Growing Young project’s interviews, 40 percent of young 
people specifically mentioned “challenge” when they talked about why 
their church is so effective with their age group. They appreciate 
challenging teaching in their churches, even when it makes them feel 
uncomfortable and invites them to make changes based on scriptural 
principals. 
 
Contrary to popular thinking that young people today want it easy, many told 
us they love their churches because their churches inspire them to act. This 
inspiration flows from leaders who model authenticity and humility and 
extend the challenge of following Jesus not from a place of superiority or 
power, but out of an invitation to pursue the way of Jesus together. 
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In short, teenagers and emerging adults in 
churches growing young aren’t running from 
a gospel that requires hard things of them. 
They are running toward it. 
 

 
 

 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

THE WILD GOOSE 
This is a 14 part series featuring Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, a nationally known 

author and speaker, continues. He spends much of his time helping others 

come to know God’s love for them through preaching, writing, CDs, and 

other spiritual outreaches. He is a member of the Sacred Heart Province 

of Franciscan Friars of the Third Order Regular. He is presently the director 

of Franciscan Pathways, an evangelistic outreach of his Franciscan 

Community. 
 

 

Contact Us 

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
836 West Jones Street 
Livingston, Texas 77351 
Church Office: 936.327.8467 

      
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://christianchronicle.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/p18_WC31to40_0318-1024x631.jpg&imgrefurl=https://christianchronicle.org/millennialsnot-labels/&docid=m0TcMvDhGg6smM&tbnid=ljSSmMqtejO1MM:&vet=12ahUKEwjkrfv579vcAhVSAqwKHRKMD0I4vAUQMygKMAp6BAgBEAs..i&w=1024&h=631&bih=490&biw=1097&q=millenials%20in%20church&ved=2ahUKEwjkrfv579vcAhVSAqwKHRKMD0I4vAUQMygKMAp6BAgBEAs&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://disciplr.com/wp-content/uploads/How-to-bring-back-adult-Sunday-school.jpg&imgrefurl=https://disciplr.com/how-to-bring-back-adult-sunday-school/&docid=sS-mIzwFLBQGHM&tbnid=male8o4tFTpdTM:&vet=10ahUKEwj32ISdiNrWAhXr6IMKHcd2B34QMwhEKA8wDw..i&w=1200&h=628&bih=498&biw=1097&q=adult%20sunday%20school&ved=0ahUKEwj32ISdiNrWAhXr6IMKHcd2B34QMwhEKA8wDw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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PLEASE LET US KNOW IF SOMEONE NEEDS A HOME VISIT 

If you know of anyone who needs a home visit because they cannot get 
to Church, please call the Parish Office, or let Fr. Makowski know. Either 
Fr. Makowski or one of our Lay Eucharistic Visitors will call on them. If you 
have a pastoral emergency, please call Fr. Makowski at 713.299.7675. 

THERE IS POWER IN PRAYER  

Praying is something that we all can do, young and old, rich and poor, tall 
and short. Please pray for everyone on our Prayer List.  

 

Every Sunday Is Bring 
a Friend to Church 

Sunday! 
 

 

Don’t forget to bring pork and beans for our Mannafest outreach. 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://gracechurchsc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PASTORALCARE-650x366.jpg&imgrefurl=http://gracechurchsc.org/connect/pastoral-care/&docid=VM6V07Ey5bSUmM&tbnid=iQlHxF-UOQGpWM:&vet=10ahUKEwj_v7-XltrWAhWJ54MKHaftCDgQMwhIKA8wDw..i&w=650&h=366&bih=498&biw=1097&q=pastoral%20care&ved=0ahUKEwj_v7-XltrWAhWJ54MKHaftCDgQMwhIKA8wDw&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.stfrancisnyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/bring-a-friend-to-church.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.stfrancisnyc.org/2013/09/welcome-back-sunday-bring-a-friend-to-mass/&docid=gMSNGHpbRO0yaM&tbnid=UJ2VdUcx_Dd_7M:&vet=10ahUKEwjJqqenhIPYAhUBmoMKHXHpAzQQMwhIKAowCg..i&w=256&h=412&bih=498&biw=1097&q=bring%20a%20friend%20to%20church%20sunday&ved=0ahUKEwjJqqenhIPYAhUBmoMKHXHpAzQQMwhIKAowCg&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://betterwithbutter.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/pork-belly-baked-beans.jpg&imgrefurl=http://betterwithbutter.com/bring-on-the-beans/&docid=WnOByN6h6Z3thM&tbnid=UUEEjmHDUntndM:&vet=12ahUKEwjcgbmu6PTaAhVNzlMKHYL2Axo4rAIQMyhNME16BAgBEE8..i&w=650&h=433&bih=514&biw=1097&q=pork%20and%20bean&ved=2ahUKEwjcgbmu6PTaAhVNzlMKHYL2Axo4rAIQMyhNME16BAgBEE8&iact=mrc&uact=8

