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MY DEAR THEOPHILUS 
Volume 2/ Issue 5 (May 2018) 

 

Dear Church Family: 

On the 20th of May, we will celebrate the Feast of 
Pentecost.  
 
In many ways, the Holy Spirit is the forgotten 
person of the Holy Trinity. In the Apostles’ Creed, 
the Holy Spirit gets one line: “I believe in the Holy 
Spirit,” and in the Nicene Creed, the Holy Spirit 
does not get much more: “We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the Prophets.” 
 
The great Jesuit theologian, Karl Rahner, wrote: 
“Pentecost calls us to the realization that the 
center of all reality, the innermost heart of all 
infinity, the love of the all-holy God has become 

our center, our heart. God is ours, God has been given to us as gift, without 
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Christians across the world 
join together to pray “Thy 
Kingdom Come” 
 
Christians around the world 
are pledging to mark the 
time between Ascension 
Day and Pentecost with a 
single prayer: Thy Kingdom 
Come. Next week marks the 
third observance of Thy 
Kingdom Come, an 
invitation to Anglicans and 
Christians across the globe 
to join in prayer. The 
initiative grew out of a call 
that the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York made 
to the Church of England in 
2016 to pray that God’s 
Kingdom would come. Since 
then, it has grown into an 
international movement with 
Christians praying that 
people everywhere would 
come to know Jesus Christ. 
 
Click here for more 
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reserve. God has made our own the joy, freedom, knowledge and peace of the 
divine life.” Karl Rahner, The Great Church Year (1994). That gift is the Holy Spirit!  
 
The Celtic phrase for the Holy Spirit translates to “Wild Goose.” The Celtic Christian 
of the early middle ages viewed that God could not be tamed or domesticated by 
us. The Celtic Christians discovered the beauty of a life lived on God’s terms.  From 
Sacred Scripture and their own lives, they understood that we cannot bend God to 
our wants and desires; rather, God was beyond our control and could not be 
subdued. The Celtic Christians knew that the Holy Spirit disrupts and surprises, 
and moves in our lives in unexpected ways. Their translation of “Holy Spirit” as 
“Wild Goose” certainly brought that view of the Third Person of the Trinity to life. 
See Robert B. Kruschwitz, The Wild Goose, THE CENTER FOR CHRISTIAN ETHICS AT 
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY, 40 (2003). 
 
So as we celebrate the work on the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and in the Sundays 
following Pentecost, let us pray St. Augustine’s prayer to the Holy Spirit: Breathe 
into me, Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. Move in me, Holy Spirit, that 
my work, too, may be holy. Attract my heart, Holy Spirit, that I may love only what 
is holy. Strengthen me, Holy Spirit, that I may defend all that is holy. Protect me, 
Holy Spirit, that I may always be holy. Amen. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 

The Rev. Chester J. Makowski, Rector 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-OGFdWeR4gIs/ThpFP9coTyI/AAAAAAAAAJA/UPk4B8vjZxA/s1600/wordle11-06-12.png&imgrefurl=http://www.oneofgrace.com/2011/06/a-wild-goose-sermon-for-pentecost.html&docid=reJaOOIydpxidM&tbnid=Z08ELgvSIjJLgM:&vet=10ahUKEwi7vOLnpOfaAhVDzoMKHVTtAJsQMwhdKCAwIA..i&w=1365&h=647&bih=535&biw=1097&q=holy%20spirit%20as%20the%20wild%20goose&ved=0ahUKEwi7vOLnpOfaAhVDzoMKHVTtAJsQMwhdKCAwIA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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FEATURED HOLY PERSON 
OF THE MONTH 

JULIAN OF NORWICH 
(1342-1417) 

 
By James Kiefer 

The Lady Juliana was born about 1342, and when she was thirty years old, she became 
gravely ill and was expected to die. Then, on the seventh day, the medical crisis passed, 
and she had a series of fifteen visions, or “showings,” in which she was led to contemplate 
the Passion of Christ. These brought her great peace and joy. She became an anchoress, 
living in a small hut near to the church in Norwich, where she devoted the rest of her life 
to prayer and contemplation of the meaning of her visions. The results of her meditations 
she wrote in a book called Revelations of Divine Love, available in modern English in a 
Penguin Paperback edition. During her lifetime, she became known as a counselor, 
whose advice combined spiritual insight with common sense, and many persons came to 
speak with her. Since her death, many more have found help in her writings.   

The precise date of her death is uncertain.   

Her book is a tender meditation on God’s eternal and all-embracing love, as expressed to 
us in the Passion of Christ.   

She describes seeing God holding a tiny thing in his hand, like a small brown nut, which 
seemed so fragile and insignificant that she wondered why it did not crumble before her 
eyes. She understood that the thing was the entire created universe, which is as nothing 
compared to its Creator, and she was told, “God made it, God loves it, God keeps it.”   

She was concerned that sometimes when we are faced with a difficult moral decision, it 
seems that no matter which way we decide, we will have acted from motives that are less 
then completely pure, so that neither decision is defensible. She finally wrote: “It is 
enough to be sure of the deed. Our courteous Lord will deign to redeem the motive.”   

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://thecatholiccatalogue.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/1914D545-1917-4F47-9C3E-539D8969CCE5Img1001-469x376.jpg&imgrefurl=http://thecatholiccatalogue.com/st-julian-of-norwich/&docid=rtiuOExmU1se3M&tbnid=Zt4NEz6DRnUSOM:&vet=10ahUKEwjBr5O58efaAhUD4YMKHYttANwQMwhhKCQwJA..i&w=469&h=376&bih=535&biw=1097&q=julian%20of%20norwich&ved=0ahUKEwjBr5O58efaAhUD4YMKHYttANwQMwhhKCQwJA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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A matter that greatly troubled her was the fate of those who through no fault of their own 
had never heard the Gospel. She never received a direct answer to her questions about 
them, except to be told that whatever God does is done in Love, and therefore “that all 
shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.”   

Speaking of her visions of heaven and hell, she said, “To me was shown no harder hell 
than sin.”   

Of our response to the sins of others, she said (ch. 76): “The soul that would preserve its 
peace, when another’s sin is brought to mind, must fly from it as from the pains of hell, 
looking to God for help against it. To consider the sins of other people will produce a 
thick film over the eyes of our soul, and prevent us for the time being from seeing the 
‘fair beauty of the Lord’-- unless, that is, we look at them contrite along with the sinner, 
being sorry with and for him, and yearning over him for God. Without this it can only 
harm, disturb, and hinder the soul who considers them. I gathered all this from the 
revelation about compassion...This blessed friend is Jesus; it is his will and plan that we 
hang on to him, and hold tight always, in whatever circumstances; for whether we are 
filthy or clean is all the same to his love.”   

“Glad and merry and sweet is the blessed and lovely demeanour of our Lord towards 
our souls, for he saw us always living in love-longing, and he wants our souls to be gladly 
disposed toward him . . . by his grace he lifts up and will draw our outer disposition to 
our inward, and will make us all at unity with him, and each of us with others in the true, 
lasting joy which is Jesus.” 

The following was translated by Liz Broadwell (ebroadwe@dept.english.upenn.edu):   

And from the time that [the vision] was shown, I desired often to know 
what our Lord’s meaning was. And fifteen years and more afterward I was 
answered in my spiritual understanding, thus: ‘Would you know your 
Lord’s meaning in this thing? Know it well, love was his meaning. Who 
showed it to you? Love. What did he show you? Love. Why did he show it? 
For love. Keep yourself therein and you shall know and understand more 
in the same. But you shall never know nor understand any other thing, 
forever.’   
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Thus I was taught that love was our Lord’s 
meaning. And I saw quite clearly in this and 
in all, that before God made us, he loved us, 
which love was never slaked nor ever shall 
be. And in this love he has done all his work, 
and in this love he has made all things 
profitable to us. And in this love our life is 
everlasting. In our creation we had a 
beginning. But the love wherein he made us 
was in him with no beginning. And all this 
shall be seen in God without end ...  

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

 
 

We are studying the Book of Revelation using N.T. Wright’s Revelation for Everyone as our 
guide. Many people today regard Revelation as the hardest book in the New Testament. It 
is full of strange, lurid and sometimes bizarre and violent imagery. As a result, many people 
who are quite at home in the Gospels, Acts and Paul find themselves tiptoeing around 
Revelation with a sense that they do not really belong there. But they do! Revelation offers 
one of the clearest and sharpest visions of God’s ultimate purpose for the whole creation, 
and of the way in which the powerful forces of evil, at work in a thousand ways, can be and 
are being overthrown through the victory of Jesus the Messiah and the consequent costly 
victory of his followers.  
 

NEXT ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SERIES 
 IN THE SEASON AFTER PENTECOST: THE WILD GOOSE 

This is a 14 part series featuring Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, a nationally known author and 

speaker. He spends much of his time helping others come to know God’s love for 

them through preaching, writing, CDs, and other spiritual outreaches. Fr. Dave’s books 

 

Contact Us 

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
836 West Jones Street 
Livingston, Texas 77351 
Church Office: 936.327.8467 

      
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://disciplr.com/wp-content/uploads/How-to-bring-back-adult-Sunday-school.jpg&imgrefurl=https://disciplr.com/how-to-bring-back-adult-sunday-school/&docid=sS-mIzwFLBQGHM&tbnid=male8o4tFTpdTM:&vet=10ahUKEwj32ISdiNrWAhXr6IMKHcd2B34QMwhEKA8wDw..i&w=1200&h=628&bih=498&biw=1097&q=adult%20sunday%20school&ved=0ahUKEwj32ISdiNrWAhXr6IMKHcd2B34QMwhEKA8wDw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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include Spiritual Freedom: God’s Life Changing Gift, Hiking the Camino: 500 Miles with 

Jesus, and Encounter Jesus: From Discovery to Discipleship. Fr. Dave has held several 

ministry positions at Franciscan University of Steubenville and is actively involved in 

the highly successful summer conferences program. He is a member of the Sacred 

Heart Province of Franciscan Friars of the Third Order Regular. He is presently the 

director of Franciscan Pathways, an evangelistic outreach of his Franciscan Community. 
 

 

 
 

QUOTES ABOUT CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 
 

“A Christian fellowship lives and exists by the intercession of its members for 
one another, or it collapses. I can no longer condemn or hate a brother for 
whom I pray, no matter how much trouble he causes me. His face, that 
hitherto may have been strange and intolerable to me, is transformed in 
intercession into the countenance of a brother for whom Christ died, the face 
of a forgiven sinner.” ― The Rev. Dr. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together: The 
Classic Exploration of Christian Community 
 
“The Church will always be renewed when our attention shifts from ourselves 
to those who need our care. The blessing of Jesus always comes to us 
through the poor. The most remarkable experience of those who work with 
the poor is that, in the end, the poor give more than they receive. They give 
food to us.”     – Fr. Henri Nouwen 
 
“The most creative social strategy we have to offer is the church. Here we 
show the world a manner of life the world can never achieve through social 
coercion or governmental action. We serve the world by showing it 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsustainabletraditions.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2012%2F01%2Fcommunity-eating_relearning_christian-community.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsustainabletraditions.com%2F2012%2F01%2Fchristian-community-new-possibilities-for-tough-economic-times%2F&docid=DWGo479zMp4pbM&tbnid=3mtM8FplbZSkaM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjEitOi2fTaAhWPzFMKHagcAwUQMwiCASgeMB4..i&w=945&h=565&bih=535&biw=1097&q=christian%20community&ved=0ahUKEwjEitOi2fTaAhWPzFMKHagcAwUQMwiCASgeMB4&iact=mrc&uact=8
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something that it is not, namely, a place where God is forming a family out 
of strangers.”   – Stanley Hauerwas 
 
“Church is the textured context in which we grow up in Christ to maturity. But 
church is difficult. Sooner or later, though, if we are serious about growing 
up in Christ, we have to deal with church. I say sooner.” ― The Rev. Eugene 
H. Peterson, Practice Resurrection: A Conversation on Growing Up in Christ 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who particiapted in our appreciation lunch for the 
patrons of The Oasis.The day was straight out of the Acts of the Apostles. 
The Parish took the grace that happens around the altar and made it 
Incarnational by feeding others. Those we fed had their stories ranging from 
some regular church goers to a couple married for 41 years and had an 
anniversary blessing to single moms to an older lady remembering her high 
school sweetheart to a young couple hard on their luck and in need of help, 
Black and white, English speaking and Spanish speaking, all coming 
together because you invited them. And then you fed the homeless at Godtel! 
19 more people. That is living the Eucharist! 
 

Thank you to the Vestry for brunch on Sunday 
the 6th of May! 

 
Thank you to the Altar Guild for the work that 

they do every Sunday! 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://fthmb.tqn.com/hIWmQMsJPN3j_eFPrSPVVse_52Q%3D/2121x1414/filters:fill(auto,1)/GettyImages-185002046-5772f4153df78cb62ce1ad69.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.carburyparish.ie/thank-you-9/&docid=betMag0oNZsYMM&tbnid=-Wadz_Kr7jl5OM:&vet=10ahUKEwiI_aTmrPTaAhXSulMKHVaEAAsQMwiVAiggMCA..i&w=2121&h=1414&bih=535&biw=1097&q=thank%20you&ved=0ahUKEwiI_aTmrPTaAhXSulMKHVaEAAsQMwiVAiggMCA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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St. Luke’s Mental Health Initiative is progressing. Members of the team have 
met with local agencies to get a feel for what the current resources are, what 
is needed, and how to get there. George Wood and Fr. Makowski also met 
with the Ministerium (the alliance of area ministers) on Wednesday, the 2nd 
of May at First Presbyterian Church, where they learned what is going on 
and the need for mental health providers in the area. There is much more 
work to do, but we will get there by God’s grace! 
 

 

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF SOMEONE NEEDS A HOME VISIT 

If you know of anyone who needs a home visit because they cannot get to Church, 
please call the Parish Office, or let Fr. Makowski know. Either Fr. Makowski or one 
of our Lay Eucharistic Visitors will call on them. If you have a pastoral emergency, 
please call Fr. Makowski at 713.299.7675. 

THERE IS POWER IN PRAYER  

Praying is something that we all can do, young and old, rich and poor, tall and short. 
Please pray for everyone on our Prayer List.  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.mynelsonnow.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/mental-health.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.mynelsonnow.com/8798/kindness-creates-wellness-mental-health-initiative/&docid=HAx2WK2JvfF7LM&tbnid=d1jYQowGiWSreM:&vet=12ahUKEwjDpLDKrfTaAhWM7FMKHX2JDwc4ZBAzKAQwBHoECAEQBg..i&w=212&h=224&bih=535&biw=1097&q=mental%20health%20initiative&ved=2ahUKEwjDpLDKrfTaAhWM7FMKHX2JDwc4ZBAzKAQwBHoECAEQBg&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://gracechurchsc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PASTORALCARE-650x366.jpg&imgrefurl=http://gracechurchsc.org/connect/pastoral-care/&docid=VM6V07Ey5bSUmM&tbnid=iQlHxF-UOQGpWM:&vet=10ahUKEwj_v7-XltrWAhWJ54MKHaftCDgQMwhIKA8wDw..i&w=650&h=366&bih=498&biw=1097&q=pastoral%20care&ved=0ahUKEwj_v7-XltrWAhWJ54MKHaftCDgQMwhIKA8wDw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Sharing our Faith Dinner: Thursday evening, 17 March at 5:30 PM in the Parish 
Hall. 

 
ECW BBQ on Saturday, the 16th of June. 

 
The 65th Anniversary of St. Luke as a Parish is coming in October (some 6 months 

away), and planning is already underway for a celebration that will extend 
Saturday and Sunday. It will be open to the community as a whole, with a cooking 

competition, fun for the children, and then Eucharist on Sunday.  
 

 

Every Sunday Is Bring 
a Friend to Church 

Sunday! 
 

 

Don’t forget to bring pork and 
beans for our Mannafest outreach. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.immanuelcommunity.org/uploads/1/7/9/2/17924975/announcements-eventsweblg_orig.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.immanuelcommunity.org/announcements/announcements-111316&docid=XUaN9DUhwDMkoM&tbnid=-VR1aVRx0N0JkM:&vet=10ahUKEwjmleLW_KXaAhWCgFQKHXMfCswQMwjlASg8MDw..i&w=629&h=268&bih=514&biw=1097&q=announcements&ved=0ahUKEwjmleLW_KXaAhWCgFQKHXMfCswQMwjlASg8MDw&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.stfrancisnyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/bring-a-friend-to-church.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.stfrancisnyc.org/2013/09/welcome-back-sunday-bring-a-friend-to-mass/&docid=gMSNGHpbRO0yaM&tbnid=UJ2VdUcx_Dd_7M:&vet=10ahUKEwjJqqenhIPYAhUBmoMKHXHpAzQQMwhIKAowCg..i&w=256&h=412&bih=498&biw=1097&q=bring%20a%20friend%20to%20church%20sunday&ved=0ahUKEwjJqqenhIPYAhUBmoMKHXHpAzQQMwhIKAowCg&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbetterwithbutter.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2012%2F06%2Fpork-belly-baked-beans.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbetterwithbutter.com%2Fbring-on-the-beans%2F&docid=WnOByN6h6Z3thM&tbnid=UUEEjmHDUntndM%3A&vet=12ahUKEwjcgbmu6PTaAhVNzlMKHYL2Axo4rAIQMyhNME16BAgBEE8..i&w=650&h=433&bih=514&biw=1097&q=pork%20and%20bean&ved=2ahUKEwjcgbmu6PTaAhVNzlMKHYL2Axo4rAIQMyhNME16BAgBEE8&iact=mrc&uact=8

