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MY DEAR THEOPHILUS 
Volume 2/ Issue 1 (January 2018) 

 

Dear Church Family: 

Happy New Year! 

Both national television networks and local 
stations are showing stories about resolutions that 
people make for the New Year. News reporters are 
broadcasting from gyms, while others interview 
dietitians and other reporters cook with famous 
chefs who want to improve your diet. We see ads 
for all sorts of weight reduction programs, diets of 
every sort that will make us slender and, of course, 
astonishingly attractive. These are followed by a 
barrage of ads for exercise centers which will lead 
to a “new and improved you.” There are even ads 
for mattresses because buying a new one will 
leave you more rested to become the person that 
you want to be in the New Year. 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE 
ANGLICAN COMMUNION 

From believers to disciples: 
Bishop of Seoul’s New Year 
challenge to his diocese 
The Bishop of Seoul, Peter Lee, 
has used a New Year message 
to his diocese to encourage 
Christians to change from 
believers to disciples. Bishop 
Peter said that he had chosen 
“From believers to disciples!” as 
the motto for his diocese in 
2018. “We all have to live a life 
of disciples,” he said. “The Lord 
calls us and says, ‘Follow me!’” 

https://livingchurch.org/2018/0

1/08/bbc-depicts-rural-vicars/ 

“A Vicar’s Life” will focus on 
issues besetting rural Britain: 
isolation, homelessness, 
poverty, and cuts to public 
services. 

Presiding Bishop to Visit 

Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry will visit the Diocese of 
Texas January 29 - 31. "These 
trips are an opportunity to call 
to mind our commitment to 
walk with our brothers and 
sisters, not just for the short 
run of the news cycles, for the 
long haul as communities are 
rebuilt and built anew."  

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://image.freepik.com/free-vector/welcome-2018-background-with-fireworks_23-2147717772.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/welcome-2018-background-with-fireworks_1407362.htm&docid=UDYX1yrYgZ_tpM&tbnid=bcv8aYudPY8msM:&vet=10ahUKEwiv7Pq9363YAhVB9YMKHfFkA28QMwhJKAswCw..i&w=626&h=626&bih=498&biw=1097&q=welcome%202018%20images&ved=0ahUKEwiv7Pq9363YAhVB9YMKHfFkA28QMwhJKAswCw&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://goo.gl/K4jddM
https://goo.gl/K4jddM
https://goo.gl/K4jddM
https://livingchurch.org/2018/01/08/bbc-depicts-rural-vicars/
https://livingchurch.org/2018/01/08/bbc-depicts-rural-vicars/
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Every New Year brings good intentions and lofty resolutions which often times lose 
their vigor by the end of January, and we are left with our same old selves, the very 
ones that we thought that we left behind in the year that just ended.  

We would do well to pay attention to what St. Paul wrote in his letter to the Church 
in Ephesus: 

 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of 
the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making 
every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one 
hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.  

 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift. Therefore it is said, “When he ascended on high he made captivity 
itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people.” … 

 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for 
the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us 
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no 
longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind 
of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful 
scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every 
way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, 
joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is 
equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s 
growth in building itself up in love. (Ephesians 4: 1-8, 11-16). 

If we in fact believe that there is one God who is Father of all, and that we make 
up one body in Christ, then we cannot help but reach out to our brothers and 
sisters, whoever they may be, and build up the body of Christ, using all of the gifts 
that God has given to us.  
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Here is the reality of it. No one is dispensable in the body of Christ; each of us has 
his or her part to play, and when one member of the body is missing, the entire 
body is affected.  

Now there is a New Year’s resolution that can change lives. It is nothing less than 
a call to live as disciples of Jesus Christ, who having been redeemed, share the 
good news of that redemption by the sharing of our gifts, whatever those may be, 
and with everyone we meet.  

Your servant in Christ, 

The Rev. Chester J. Makowski, Rector 

 

Thank you to Sandra Wood and Nancy 
Brinton for their three years of service 

on the Vestry! 
On Sunday, we will honor them and 
install the new Vestry Members, Flo 

Cruz and Carla Gore. 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://contentblog.abaenglish.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/thank-you-different-languages.png&imgrefurl=http://blog.abaenglish.com/the-origin-of-please/&docid=2qrqbF33WR01LM&tbnid=m6nO0_C6bfrJOM:&vet=10ahUKEwiUqaDg5q3YAhWBzIMKHYpoCls4yAEQMwhVKFIwUg..i&w=841&h=526&bih=498&biw=1097&q=thank%20you%20images&ved=0ahUKEwiUqaDg5q3YAhWBzIMKHYpoCls4yAEQMwhVKFIwUg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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FEATURED HOLY PERSON OF 
THE MONTH 

PHILLIPS BROOKS  
(1835-1893) 

BISHOP OF MASSACHUSETTS 
23 JANUARY 

 
On the 23rd day of January, the Episcopal Church remembers Phillips Brooks, 
Bishop of Massachusetts from 1891 to 1893. He was born in Boston in 1835 
and was educated at Harvard University where he graduated in 1855 and then 
he went to the Virginia Theological Seminary where he graduated in 1859. 
(Many of the clergy in this Diocese, including Bishops Doyle and Fisher, are 
graduate of VTS.) Brooks was ordained deacon by Bishop William Meade of 
Virginia. In 1860 he was ordained priest, and in 1862 became rector of the 
Church of the Holy Trinity, Philadelphia, where he remained for seven years, 
gaining an increasing name as preacher and patriot. During the Civil War, he 
championed the abolition of slavery. 
 
Brooks was an imposing figure standing six feet four inches tall. Perhaps that 
helped him as a preacher. He was shy, spoke rapidly, had a stiff sermon 
delivery and terrible eye contact -- usually staring at the sounding board 
above his head. Nevertheless, people thronged to see him. His effectiveness 
resulted from several factors. One was his careful preparation and study of 
the text. He spoke with a sincerity and intensity that overcame his shyness. 
Still another element was his pastor's heart. 
 
This is taken from one of Phillips Brooks’ sermons:  
 

Righteousness is at the bottom of all things. Righteousness is 
thorough. It is the very spirit of unsparing truth. Any reform or 
salvation of which the power is righteousness must go down to 
the very root of the trouble; must extenuate and cover over 
nothing; must expose and convict completely, in order that it may 
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completely heal. And this is the power of the salvation of Christ. 
It makes no compromise between the good and the evil, between 
Judah and Edom. Edom must be destroyed, not parleyed with; sin 
must be beaten down and not conciliated; good must thrive by 
the defeat and not merely by the tolerance of evil.  

 
Bishop Brooks died in Boston in 1893 at the age of 57. More than 20,000 
mourners gathered to lament the loss of one of the greatest orators of the 
American pulpit. 
 
Trivia: Brooks wrote the Christmas hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 
 
Let us pray: O everlasting God, who revealed truth to your servant Phillips 
Brooks, and so formed and molded his mind and heart that he was able to 
mediate that truth with grace and power: Grant, we pray, that all those whom 
you call to preach the Gospel may steep themselves in your word, and conform 
their lives to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

Martin Luther was once approached by a man who enthusiastically announced 
that he’d recently become a Christian. Wanting desperately to serve the Lord, he 
asked Luther, “What should I do now?” As if to say, should he become a minister 
or perhaps a traveling evangelist. A monk, perhaps. 
 
Luther asked him, “What is your work now?” 
 
“I’m a shoe maker.” 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FMja8K4FYxcA%2Fmaxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DMja8K4FYxcA&docid=r6UCEFD9GLDk-M&tbnid=m2tLhuJucOlDaM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjMxPuWq87YAhUH5YMKHcLpCcwQMwjGASgNMA0..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=498&biw=1097&q=vocation&ved=0ahUKEwjMxPuWq87YAhUH5YMKHcLpCcwQMwjGASgNMA0&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Much to the cobbler’s surprise, Luther replied, “Then make a good shoe, and sell 
it at a fair price.” 
 
In becoming a Christian, we don’t need to retreat from the vocational calling we 
already have—nor do we need to justify that calling, whatever it is, in terms of its 
“spiritual” value or evangelistic usefulness. We simply exercise whatever our 
calling is with new God-glorifying motives, goals, and standards—and with a 
renewed commitment to performing our calling with greater excellence and 
higher objectives. 
 
One way we reflect our Creator is by being creative right where we are with the 
talents and gifts he has given us. As Paul says, “Each one should remain in the 
condition in which he was called. So, brothers, in whatever condition each was 
called, there let him remain with God” (1 Corinthians 7:20,24). As we do this, we 
fulfill our God-given mandate to reform, to beautify, our various “stations” for 
God’s glory–giving this world an imperfect preview of the beautification that will 
be a perfect, universal actuality when Jesus returns to finish what he started. 
You’re Free To Stay Put by Tullian Tchividjian 
 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

 
 

Bishop Fisher will be with us for Confirmation on  Sunday, 14 January 2018. 
We will continue with Confirmation Class Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM in the 
Parish Hall as we continue to explore the basics of the faith. 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://disciplr.com/wp-content/uploads/How-to-bring-back-adult-Sunday-school.jpg&imgrefurl=https://disciplr.com/how-to-bring-back-adult-sunday-school/&docid=sS-mIzwFLBQGHM&tbnid=male8o4tFTpdTM:&vet=10ahUKEwj32ISdiNrWAhXr6IMKHcd2B34QMwhEKA8wDw..i&w=1200&h=628&bih=498&biw=1097&q=adult%20sunday%20school&ved=0ahUKEwj32ISdiNrWAhXr6IMKHcd2B34QMwhEKA8wDw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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We will have our Vestry Retreat at Memorial Point on Saturday, 20 
January starting at 9:00 AM with Eucharist and concluding by 3:00 
PM. We will reflect on what God is calling us at St. Luke’s to do as we 
work together for the Kingdom of God.  

“The point of the resurrection…is that the present bodily life is not 
valueless just because it will die…What you do with your body in the 
present matters because God has a great future in store for it…What 
you do in the present—by painting, preaching, singing, sewing, 
praying, teaching, building hospitals, digging wells, campaigning for 
justice, writing poems, caring for the needy, loving your neighbor as 
yourself—will last into God's future. These activities are not simply 
ways of making the present life a little less beastly, a little more 
bearable, until the day when we leave it behind altogether (as the 
hymn so mistakenly puts it…). They are part of what we may call 
building for God’s kingdom.”  

― N.T. Wright, Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the 
Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi2.wp.com%2Fstmarysabq.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F12%2Fvestry-2.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fstmarysabq.org%2Fevent%2Fvestry-retreat%2F&docid=PzwTPAPyi_WlBM&tbnid=A5EgP6qxXB_UAM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiFo9rJr87YAhUL24MKHTAHA_0QMwhoKCAwIA..i&w=431&h=159&itg=1&bih=498&biw=1097&q=vestry%20retreat&ved=0ahUKEwiFo9rJr87YAhUL24MKHTAHA_0QMwhoKCAwIA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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PLEASE LET US KNOW IF SOMEONE 

NEEDS A HOME VISIT 
If you know of anyone who needs a home 
visit because they cannot get to Church, 
please call the Parish Office, or let Fr. 
Makowski know. Either Fr. Makowski or 
one of our Lay Eucharistic Visitors will call 

on them. If you have a pastoral emergency, please call Fr. Makowski at 
713.299.7675. 

THERE IS POWER IN PRAYER  

Praying is something that we all can do, young and old, rich and poor, tall 
and short. Please pray for everyone on our Prayer List.  

 

Every Sunday Is Bring 
a Friend to Church 

Sunday! 
 

 

Contact Us 

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
836 West Jones Street 
Livingston, Texas 77351 
Church Office: 936.327.8467 

      
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://gracechurchsc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PASTORALCARE-650x366.jpg&imgrefurl=http://gracechurchsc.org/connect/pastoral-care/&docid=VM6V07Ey5bSUmM&tbnid=iQlHxF-UOQGpWM:&vet=10ahUKEwj_v7-XltrWAhWJ54MKHaftCDgQMwhIKA8wDw..i&w=650&h=366&bih=498&biw=1097&q=pastoral%20care&ved=0ahUKEwj_v7-XltrWAhWJ54MKHaftCDgQMwhIKA8wDw&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.stfrancisnyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/bring-a-friend-to-church.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.stfrancisnyc.org/2013/09/welcome-back-sunday-bring-a-friend-to-mass/&docid=gMSNGHpbRO0yaM&tbnid=UJ2VdUcx_Dd_7M:&vet=10ahUKEwjJqqenhIPYAhUBmoMKHXHpAzQQMwhIKAowCg..i&w=256&h=412&bih=498&biw=1097&q=bring%20a%20friend%20to%20church%20sunday&ved=0ahUKEwjJqqenhIPYAhUBmoMKHXHpAzQQMwhIKAowCg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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We will have our Annual Parish Meeting on Sunday, 
28 January 2018 in the Parish Hall after the 10:30 

Eucharist. 

Don’t forget to bring pork and 
beans for our Manifest 

outreach! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Ffrtim.files.wordpress.com%2F2012%2F01%2Fannual-meeting.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Ffrtim.wordpress.com%2F2012%2F01%2F28%2Fannual-meeting-haiku%2F&docid=hBHsO2sRRFhGYM&tbnid=a4pg0Z-ISy7e_M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjC7O2Hvc7YAhWI24MKHbkaDukQMwjzASggMCA..i&w=2083&h=982&bih=498&biw=1097&q=annual%20parish%20meeting&ved=0ahUKEwjC7O2Hvc7YAhWI24MKHbkaDukQMwjzASggMCA&iact=mrc&uact=8

